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DETAILED ACTION 
Official Notice 

Since Applicant(s) did not traverse the Official Notice statements as stated in the 
previous Office Action (Paper No. 4), the Official Notice statements are taken to be admitted 
prior art. See MPEP §2144.03. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

^cTEKi? Sit 6 SSfff^ T " "* disdosed ° r descr ">ed « «* forth in 

Claims 1 -26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Kokubu in 
view of Official Notice (which is admitted Prior Art). 

Kokubu teaches a data communications system in which charges to deliver an electronic 
document over a network are provided prior to the transmission (column 1; lines 23-25). The 
system includes a charge table in which communication charge information is stored (column 2; 
lines 10-11). 

Kokubu teaches in the packet communication network, the communication charge is 
determined depending on the amount of information transmitted, transmission speed and 
transmission distance (column 2; lines 14-17). Kokubu also teaches that the communication 
charge usually differs depending on a time at which the line is used, therefore the charge table 
stores communication charge information for respective time frames (column 2; lines 28-31). 
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Kokubu also teaches that the communication charge is calculated based on the 
transmission speed determined by a communication protocol and the transmission distance 
(column 4; lines 43-47). Examiner notes that a communication protocol represents network 
characteristics. This is clearly represented by the fact that rates change depending on the time of 
day (i.e. more expensive during peak times, when congestion is greater on the network). 
Examine asserts that the only way to develop these protocols is to utilize transmission statistics 
for the network based on congestion and reliability. 

Kokubu does not teach delivery insurance. However, as introduced in the prior office 
action and now relied upon as admitted prior art, it is old and well known for the post office to 
offer the option for users to purchase insurance when sending an item. The insurance is based on 
the value of the item being delivered and guarantees on-time delivery of the items. Insurance is 
used in order to provide the customer with a sense of security that their item will be delivered on 
time. 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the system of Kokubu to offer the operator insurance after 
presenting the charge information. In this case since the charges are based on the network 
characteristics the insurance would also be based on this (i.e. speed and distance) as well as the 
value of the material being delivered. One of ordinary skill at the time the invention was made 
would have been motivated to combine these references as taught in order to provide the 
customer with a sense of security that their item will be delivered on time. 
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Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-26 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James A. Kramer whose telephone number is (703) 305-5241 . 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday (8AM - 5PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Chilcot can be reached on (703) 305-4716. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

James A. Kramer 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3627 
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